Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 TEHRAN 08153 211339Z 
53 

ACTION NEA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 COME-OO EB-07 INR-07 LAB-04 

NSAE-00 SIL-01 SS-15 SP-02 L-03 H-02 NSC-05 PRS-01 

SSO-OO NSCE-00 INRE-00 NEAE-00 /058 W 

015333 

O 211215Z AUG 75 

FM AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 3088 

UNCLAS TEHRAN 8153 

EO 11652: NA 
TAGS: ELAB, IR 

SUBJ: BELL HELICOPTER STRIKE 
REF: STATE 197527 

1. SUGGEST FOLLOWING FOR DEPARTMENT'S REPLY TO MR. MEANY'S 
INQUIRY. QUOTE WITH REGARD TO THE INFORMATION THAT YOU 
HAVE RECEIVED INDICATING THAT EMPLOYEES WHO WERE TERMINATED 
BY BELL HELICOPTER IRAN AND THEIR FAMILIES ARE STRANDED 
IN IRAN WITHOUT MEANS OF RETURNING TO THE UNITED STATES, 

WE WISH TO INFORM YOU THAT THE EMBASSY IN TEHRAN HAS BEEN 
IN REGULAR CONTACT WITH BOTH COMPANY MANAGEMENT AND REPRE- 
SENTATIVES OF THE AFFECTED EMPLOYEES. WE ARE INFORMED 
THAT THE BELL HELICOPTER IRAN MANAGEMNENT HAS ISSUES OPEN 
AIRLINE TICKETS TO ALL DISCHARGED EMPLOYEES WHO WISH TO 
LEAVE AND HAS ADDITIONALLY AGREED TO SHIP THEIR PERSONAL 
EFFECTS AT COMPANY EXPENSE. IN ORDER TO LEAVE THE COUNTRY, 
THOSE DEPARTING MUST HAVE EXIT VISAS ISSUES BY THE 
GOVERNMENT OF IRAN ENTERED IN THEIR PASSPORTS. THIS 
PROCESS, WE AR ASSURED, IS BEING HANDLED AS EXPEDI- 
TIOUSLY AS POSSIBLE BY THE IRANIAN NATIONAL POLICE. 

IN THIS CONNECTION IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT AUGUST 

21-22 IS THE NORMAL IRANIAN WEEKEND AND AUGUST 23 IS 

AN IRANIAN HOLIDAY WHICH MAY SLOW THE EXIT VISA PROCEDURE. 

WE ALSO UNDERSTAND THAT SOME TERMINATED EMPLOYEES WISH TO 
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PERSONAL AFFAIRS SUCH AS SALE OF EXCESS PERSONAL PROPERTY 

AND AUTOMOBITLES. THE AMERICAN CONSUL IN TEHRAN TRAVELLED 

TO THE COMPANY WORK SITE AT ISFAHAN ON AUGUST 14 AND SPOKE TO ALL THO 

SE INTERESTED REGARDING PROCEDURES FOR 

OBTAINING EMERGENCY LOANS FROM THE U.S. GOVERNMENT IF 

THEY WERE IN FACT DESTITUTE. THUS FAR, NO APPLICATIONS 

HAVE BEEN RECEIVED FOR SUCH LOANS. THE TERMINATION OF 

SOME 140 BELL HELICOPTER EMPLOYEES ON AUGUST 12 FOLLOWED 

THE PARTICIPATION OF THESE EMPLOYEES IN ABSENTEE ACTIONS 

WHICH BACKED DEMANDS FOR MANAGEMENT'S RECOGNITION OF THE 

PILOTS' ASSOCIATION, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS LOCAL 1001 OF THE 

PROFESSIONAL HELICOPTER PILOTS ASSOCIATION, FOR RECOGNITION 

OF THE ASSOCIATION AS SOLE COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGENT FOR 

THE PILOTS AND FOR THE COMPANY'S NEGOTIATION OF WAGE AND 

OTHER GRIEVANCES WITH THE ASSOCIATION. WE UNDERSTAND THE 

COMPANY CONCLUDED IT WAS UNABLE TO MEET THESE DEMANDS ON 

THE GROUNDS THAT IRANIAN LABOR LAWS SPECIFY THAT THE 

GOVERNING BODY OF UNIONS IN IRAN MUST BE COMPOSED OF 

INDIVIDUALS OF IANIAN NATIONALITY, A CONDITION WHICH 

THE PILOTS' ASSOCIATION WAS UNABLE TO MEET. YOU MAY 

BE ASSURED THE U.S. REPRESENTATIVES IN TEHRAN ARE 

DOING THEIR BEST TO ALLEVIATE ANY HARDSHIPS INVOLVED 

IN THE RETURN HOME OF THE SEPARATED EMPLOYEES AND 

THEIR FAMILIES. ALL, TO OUR KNOWLEDGE, ARE IN GOOD 

HEALTH. END QUOTE. 
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